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“Bear always in mind that this is the rule of faith which I profess; by it, I testify
that the Father, and the Son, and the Spirit are inseparable from each other, and
so will you know in what sense this is said. Now, observe, my assertion is that
the Father is one, and the Son one, and the Spirit one, and that They are distinct
from Each Other. This statement is taken in a wrong sense by every uneducated
as well as every perversely disposed person, as if it predicated a diversity, in
such a sense as to imply a separation among the Father, and the Son, and the
Spirit.”
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“Thus the Father is distinct from the Son, being greater than the Son, in as
much as He who begets is one, and He who is begotten is another; He, too,
who sends is one, and He who is sent is another; and He, again, who makes is
one, and He through whom the thing is made is another........ Lord Himself
employs this expression of the person of the Paraclete, so as to signify not a
division or severance, but a disposition, of mutual relations in the Godhead.”
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“For from the moment when those things began to exist, over which the
power of a Lord was to act, God, by the accession of that power, both
became Lord and received the name thereof. Because God is in like manner
a Father, and He is also a Judge; but He has not always been Father and
Judge, merely on the ground of His having always been God. For He could
not have been the Father previous to the Son, nor a Judge previous to sin.
There was, however, a time when neither sin existed with Him, nor the Son;
the former of which was to constitute the Lord a Judge, and the latter a
Father.”
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“I am led to other arguments derived from God’s own dispensation, in which He
existed before the creation of the world, up to the generation of the Son. For before
all things God was alone—being in Himself and for Himself universe, and space, and
all things. Moreover, He was alone, because there was nothing external to Him but
Himself. Yet not even then was He alone; for He had with Him that which He
possessed in Himself, that is to say, His own Reason. For God is rational, and Reason
was first in Him, and so all things were from Himself. This Reason is His own
Thought (or Consciousness) which the Greeks call A6yog, by which term we also
designate Word or Discourse.”
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“Thus, in a certain sense, the word is a second person within you, through which in
thinking you utter speech, and through which also, (by reciprocity of process,) in
uttering speech you generate thought. The word is itself a different thing from yourself.
Now how much more fully is all this transacted in God, whose image and likeness even
you are regarded as being, in as much as He has reason within Himself even while He
is silent, and involved in that Reason His Word! I may therefore without rashness first
lay this down (as a fixed principle) that even then before the creation of the Universe
God was not alone.”
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